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Preambl e
The Contracting States of this Protocol
Having troegared Agreement on the Creatio

I ntell ectual Property Organization (ARI PC
Organi zat i eSp efackri nEn Alfird it a, concluded in

cember 9, 1976, and in particular to its
objectives of the Organization include th
or organs as may be neﬂesisemaylon,dbarmab
and development of the intellectual prope

Having troeddartd cle 19 of the Paris Conyv

l ndustri al Property signed in Paris on M
1967, and a Regional Treaty within the me
Patent Cooperation Treaty of June, 1970,

Desitro ngt r enmd rhaethi ¢« bet ween the State:

tion and exploitation of patents, ut i it
vide quality intellectual property servidc
cal devel opment of Member States,

Desitrhaty such protection may be obtair

procedure for the grant of patents, regi
designs and by the establishment of cert
granted and wutility models and industri al

Consi ddeérei mgdvant ages to be gained by t1|
spect of intellectual property administra:

Hereby agree as foll ows:

Section 1

Gener al

(1) The African Regi onal I ntell ectual Pro
to grant patent s andtoregister uti ity m
such patent s, utility models and industri al
cordance with the provisions of the Protocc
t oftahse OF fi ce

(2) Patents granted or wutility models and
Protocol shall respectively be called ARI P(
industrial designs.

(3) The ARI PO patent or ARIPO wutility mod
each of the Contracting States for which i
have the effect of, and be subject to the s
utility model and industrial design registe
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Section 1bis
Application to Contain one or Mor
Designations of Contracting Stat ¢

(1) The grant of an ARI PO patent or the r
ARI PO i ndustri al design may be requested fo

(2) The designation of a Contracting Stat
fee.

(3) The designation of a Contracting Stat
payment of a prescribed fee.

Section 2

Fil Apg@oi noaReemrte s eanrtThrtainvsemsi t t al
Applications

rant

ffic
t with

rope
on filed with th
ons of paragraph (
he same date at th

provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2
ation of Il egislative iprovisions which

S whi chmatotweirn,g ntaoy t
oad without the pri

h applicatio i S
ntractin State o

Q>

a
g

O
oo

may be represented by an at
O represent applicants befor
;

n s filed di®eactdiynavi y h
principal pl ace of busir
; r

I's filed with the indu:

icant whose ordinary resid
ntracting State,

o
—
o O
=}

> O —

al | be represented.

on is filed with the

cat i
shall within 1 month of

[
e
e
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(6Applications for an ARIPO patent, or f or
or an ARI PO industrial design, may be | odge
into English within 2 months from the date

( 7Any person, or his succkessor in title, w

(at)o any state party to the Paris Conve
Property, or

(bt)o any member of the World Trade Organ
for a patent, or for registration of a wuti/l
the purposes of filing for an ARI PO patent,
industri al design, in respect of the same
period of 12 months (patents and utility mc
the date of filing the first application.

(8RiIi ght of priority:

(aBvery filing that is equivalent to a r
|l aw of the State where it was due, under b
this Protocol, shall be recognized as givVvi

(bAn applicant desiring to take advant ac
plication shal file a declaration of pri ol
ance with the | mplementing Regul ations

(cMul tiple priorities may be cl ai med 1in
tion or an ARIPO wutility model application
notwithstanding that they originated in di
ple priorities may be c¢claimed for one <cl a
time I'imits which run from the date of pri
ity.

Section 2bi s
ARI PO Patent Applications
(1) AnpAR&m®m®O i cati on:

(a) ©Sélathadd eienv e minilogtn@agr oup of i nventions
that they form a csonncgelpet .general i nventive

(b) &hatthhheme emnmtaimammeurf f i ch eat | gnd compl e
for it to be carriedraut by a person skil/l

(cDi scl osure of an i nwerctiom gd)gtbi) pualbat
be enetfifreecltyed by an enalbcloinnqu nikcedasicacm ppiatchn a s
nying draamwi.ngs i f

(2) The cl aims shall define the matter f
be clear and concise and shal/l be support e
(3) The abstract shalll merely serve for
in particular not for the purposes of inte

10
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not comply with the requirements within th
application.

(c) The Office shall notify the applica
patent application has been filed which
nt s

guest, undertake,
tion. | f it fln
uisrereme mins (dAf0) p e
and notify the
i ®mb 2(b) or (3) of

It t I
e applicant may, within t
he matter.

o
T o
® o
o
- 3
D w
—_ —
co
w o

(6)l f(heef fdeecitde san tp aitdehnatlolttinbep pl acd nt
each designdéesedgsasal. I6Thmewd hbi nt owhi ch
responuoohtei fi cati on.

(

b) Before expiration of 6 months from
seSubppha), a designated State may make
ce thagr anftehde IpGaftfeincte ,i st hnast f fpead te nit n sihtad
ictrloreeyais o n

(i) htahe i nwvneontt ipoart einsh @ bwietdl@prtolvel si ons
ot his Protocol, or

t o i
Of f i
terrf

(it hbhecaousheeat aufr @en v e mt ip@an ,e rbte o a&mgn et-
tered oor ghraasntrecdt b€ f pat i tamate r$taawt e .f

the de
its te
el at i
s cC

e
n
n [
p rib

S5

0 [
rg r
it re
(d) Where an applicant submit
(6)t(ltg ,desi gnated State shall r

(e) I f the designated State refuses t hi
ca®t amendments and/ or arguments, the appli
of being notified of such refusal, request
ed State, as application according to the

(7After expiration of the said 6 months,
shall have effect in those designated Stat e
ferred-steoctiinonSub6). The Office shall publ i sl
t he Regul ations.

(8)0Ff the Office refuses the application n
tion uscernt i Saub (4) , the applicant may, wi t h

12
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(tany annual mai ntenance fee which f al
not be paid until the expiration of
22 or 39(1)(a) of the Patent Cooper al
Section 3ter
utility Model s
(1Dn thi JutSielcitoienanos edny f or m, configuratdi
el ements of some appliance, working tools
el ectrical and electronic circuitry, I nstr
any part thereof in so far as they are cap
or saving in time, energy and | abour or al
processing or manufacture of the subject me
ment al benefitoprgadi s mc-bepebbbmblceemateri al,
genetic resources, herbal as well as nutrit
(2)(1) A utility model shall be protect
industrially applicable.
(iA)utmddetly sbakli dee edi tt oi sbhbenontewantfi ci p
by hper imaot within tthhee jQuornbtsraaicetsiinogh o f
t hPer ot oc ol
(T Aidtmoddetlypslboakli der ed asndsuusstcrepatli bl e
applicdbiilti tcyan be meRdedoofutntugedy.i
incladrngul ture.
(3An application for regionnttraatni on of a ut.i

(i ar equersetg ifsotrauattiinha rt eyd f

(i adescrofobhuetaormaded |, aoionl aiadhsawi ng or
dr awi ngs,alsadr act ;
andesub) ¢ebe payrmentpresesi bed

(4) Tha) Of fice shall examine whether the f
have been complied with and shall, if so, a
cati on

(bl)f the Office finds that the applicatio
ments, it shall notify the applicant accor di
ment s withnthe prescribed period. I f the
within the said period, the Office shall re:

(chhe Of fice shall notify each designated
the registration of a wutility model has beel
reqguirements.

(5NMhe Office shall undertake, or arrange f
plication for the wutility model. I f it fi
requirements for registratisectobbna(@dil ity :
fuse the application

(6Where uwsceert i $mb 4(b) or (5) of this ect i
tion, the applicant may, within the prescri

16
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Section 3quater

Publication of ARIPO Utility Model

(1) The Office shall publish the ARIPO
possi bl e

(agfter the expiry of a period of 18 mor

ty has been c¢cl aimed, from the date of prior

(bgt the request of the applicant, bef ol

paragraph 1(a) and subject to the payment o

(2) The ARI PO wutility model application s
speci fication of the ARIPO utility model w |
becomes effective before the expiry of the

(3) I'n the case of applications cl ai ming |
strued from the original filing date, and i
ority claims, the period shall be construed

Sec |on 4
| ndu rial Designs
(1)An application for the regisitration of
(i Jareqi ersetgi stamandosdesei gh;
(iia) reproduction of the industrial de¢

andes ubjf € btpeay metnhper e s cfreiebse d

(2) Thae) Office shall examine whether the f
have been complied with and, if so, shal/l i
cati on

(bl)f the Office finds that the applicati
guirement s, It shall notify the applicant e
guirements within the prescribed period.
guirements within the said period, the Offi

(chhe Office shall notify each designate
for the registration of an industri al desi
scribed formal requirements.

(30a) Before expiration of 6 months from
Sudection (2)(c), each designated State may
fice that, i f the industrial design is regi
effect in its iterritory for the reason

(id9hat the industrial design is not ne\
(ithat, because of the nature of the i1

or a registration has no effect unde]
(irthat, i n the case of a textile desi gt

(b) Where the designated State in 3(a)

18
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shall have no effect in its territory, t he
ments and/ or arguments i Mheebhpipli beaptonsere
shall be made within the prescribed period

(c) Where an applicant s ubrneiftesr raende ntdomeir
(3)t(Me ,desi gnated State shal/l respond withi

(d) I f the designated State refuses t he
ca@®@t amendments and/ or argument s, the appl i
of being notified of such refusal, equest
nat ed State, as application according to t|
(4After the expiration of the said 6 mont
of the industri al design, which shal/l have
not made the communseation (8jerrdtdet Of f nc E
registration

(5)f the Office refuses the application,

being notified of such refusal, request th;
State, as an application according to the n

(6)Yn the anniversary of the filing of the
prescribed annual maintenance fees, part of
nated States concerned as provided for in
depend on the number of States in respect
mai nt ai ned. Provided that it is maintained,
ed by the Office shall in each designated ¢
fected or otherwise in force under the app
registration shal/l b,e elXcoggetalres i gwmathledh &St fait
shorteoaf tperrot ecti on, etxhpd rree gaits ternadt i cofn tsehram |
provided for under thei Whrespant iiwmed ursd trii ar
was registered bef drhee tahnee nodlr®estnicaefeng ntt h e f
i strati onbepserproode igoeEesl amendment .

(7An industri al design registered by the
subject to the provisions of the applicabl e
in the public interest of registered indust

Section 4bis
The Board of Appeal

(1There is hereby established a Board to
(hereinaftdétrha eBxeardcd to as

(2Yhe Board shalll consist of five member s
property matters two of whom shall be paten

(3At all sittings of the Board, at | east ¢

(4The members of the Board shall be appoi

t he Orgiani zati on
(ador a period of 2 years renewabl e once
(bd)rom the Member States of the Organi ze

19
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(cdn such other terms and conditions as

(5The functions$ of the Board are

(ado consider and decide on any appeal
Section 3(5) of this Protocol;

(bdo review any final administrative de
i mpl ementation of the provisions of this P
ot her Protocol within the framework of ARIP

(ct)o decide on any other matter related
Boaw dpower s.

(6Three members of the Board shall form a
(7becisions of the Board shall be final
(8Mhe Board shall have power to make and a

Section 5
Regul ati ons

(1The Administrative Council of ARI PO sha
mentation of this Protocol and may amend th

(2Yhe Regul ations shall in particular rel:

(tany administrative r irements, matt e
sary for the 1 mpl eme i on of the pr.
t international tr es,;

van n
(1ihe fees to be charged by the Office
part of those fees among the Contracti

Section 5bis
Restabli shment of Rights

(1) An applicant for or proprietor of an
design who, in spite of all due care requi
was unable to observe a -¢gtmaeblliisnhaed whan |r
t he-orberervance of this time | imit has the d
of the ARIPO application or of a request,
been withdrawn, or the | oss of any other r|

(2) The ARI PO shalll grant the reqluest, pr
and any other requirements | aid down in th
erwise, it shall reject the request

( 3) I f the request i's granted, the | egal
time |imit shal/l be deemed not to have ens!

(4)eReabl i shment of rights shal/l be rul ed
guest-entgabylei shment of rights

20
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(5) No right -sebBabhbl bshdeemeptdi resuch a ti
been granted.

(6) The I mplementing Reguaubadtistrmenmayfr wlt
i mits.

(7) Any person who, i n a designated Cont |
made effective and serious preparations fo
subject of a published ARI PO patent, ut il
an ARI PO patent, wutility model or industri
rights referrledntdo piurblparaagroammph n t he ARI PC
of -es¢ abl i shment of those rights, may with
course of his business or for the needs t h

(8) Nothing in this section shall- 1imit 1
establishment of rights in respect of ti me
observedsvitdhe authorities of such State

Section 5ter
Request for -grmnt afAmendmMPas)

(1) At the request of the proprietor, the
ited by an amendment . The request shall b e
ance with the I mplementing Regul ations. |t
until the I imitation fee has been paid.

(2) Any amendment to the claims must fall
before the amendment .

Section 6
Entry into Force

(1) Afg) State which is a member of the Or
member ship of the Organization is open in
ment on the Creation of the African Region

become party to this Protocol by
(is)ignature followed by the deposit of
(ideposit of an instrument of accession
(b) I nstruments of ratification or acces
with the Director General
(chhis Protocol shall enter into force :
their instruments of ratification or access
(ddny State which is not party to this P
Sudection (1)(c) of this section shal/l beco
date on which such State deposits its instr
(2) Ram) fication of, or accession to, t hi s

21
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Agreement on the Creation of an African Reg

(bJhe deposit of an instrument of ratifi
by a State which is not a party to -the Agr «
section shal/l have the effect that the saic
on the date on which it deposits its instr.u
tocol

Section 7
Denunciation of t he Protocol

(1) (a) Any Contracting State may denounc
to the Director General

(b) Denunciation shall take effect 6 mon
the Director General. I't shall not affect a
tration of an industrial design or of a wuti
ration of the said 6 month period or any pa
sign or wutility model effected upon such ap

Section 8
Signature of the Protocol

(1) (a) This Protocol shall be signed in
Director General

(b) The Director Gener al shall transmit
Contracting States, ot her States members o
Organi zation and the States to which member
ance with Article IV (1) of the Agreement c
l ectual Property Organization, the World In
ed Nations Economic Commission for Africa.

Section 9
Amendment of the Protocol

(1) (a) This Protocol may be amended at

the Director General during th sessions of

(b) Adoption of amendments of any provi
thirds of the votes of alll Contracting Stat

22
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P arrro

AFRI CAN REGI ONAL I NTELLECTUAL PROPER

ORGANI ZATI ON ( ARI PO)

REGULATI ONS FOR | MPLEMENTI NG

THE PROTOCOL ON PATENTS AND | NDUSTRI AL |

WI THI N THE FRAMEWORK OF
THE AFRI CAN REGI ONAL |I NTELLECTUAL PROPE

ORGANI ZATI ON ( ARI PO)

( Text iennttoerfeodr ce on April 25, 1984, and ame
of ARI PO on April 27, 1994, November 27,
November 21, 2003, NovembdovemhbheRORb6, ROLS
November 17, 2015, November 22, 2017, Nove

August 26, 2021, December 8, 2021 and
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Rul e 1
I nterpretation

"Administrative I nstructions" means the A

t he Director Gener al of the ARI PO Office in
"application" means an application for th
utility model or of an industrial design, a
Protocol ;

"ARI PO Journal ™ means the Journal publ i sh
Rule 2(4);

fBoard odmeAmpedlhe Board of Applkiadf eésteabl is
Protocol ;

fBudapestimedmesatyhwe Treaty on the Internatio
of Morcgani sms for the Purposes of Patent Pr

"Contracting State" means any State that

fidepositoroneanstanut neni tuti oon which at al

(a)carries out the functions 0of receivin
organi sms and the furnishing of sampl

(b)conducts its affairs in so far as the
functions in an objective and i mpart:.i

'"designated State" means a State designat
application;

iDi rect odmeGaearsertadle Director Gener al of ARI F

Al mpl ementi nigneReguyl anil @ess the context indi
ulations for Implementing the Protocol on Patents and Industrial Designs within the
Framework of the African Regional Intell ect

Ailnternati oomelanap @l ipadteindn application file
ation Tresty;,

~r

A r i onal oepmnsid odgp @asitthomry tiynstitut

nat
the status of international deposito
t T

n
r
a reaty;

T o~
(e RN

qui
Bud S

"Of fice" means the ARIPO Office, ARI PO Se
gi onal I ntell ectual Property Organization (

"Paris Convention" means the Paris Convent
erty of March 20, 1883, as | ast revised;

iPat ent Coommeansonh@réatyn Cooperation T
to on June 19, 1970, including the Regul at
the Treaty, as |l ast revised;
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"Protocol" means the Protocol on Patents
wor k of the African Regional I ntell ectual P
Harare, Zi mbabwe, on December 10, 1982.

AUt i | i toghMbdehave the mdeaemring given in Sec

Rul e 2
Registers; Journal

(1The Office shall mai ntain a Patents Reg
l ndustri al Designs Register in which shal/l
and all utility models and industri al desi
shall contain the particulars the recording

(2Jhe recording of a granted patent shall
insertion in the Patents Register of a copy

(3Any recording other than that of the gr
ing, under the appropriate heading of a pag
tent, th fact or instrument to be recorded

(4The Office shall publish a Journal i noo\
provided for in the Protocol and in these |
|l east mont hl y.

Rul e 3
I nspection of Files

(1Pubject to paragraph (2), any person ma
consult the Registers or obtain copies of e

(2) Fi(le)s relating to an ARI PO patent, ut i
cations which have not yet been published s
extracts obtained therefrom without the wri

(bEven before the grant of the patent or
i ndustri al design, the Office shal , on r et
dat a:

(idhe name and address of the applican
agent ;

(ithe number of the applicati on;

(1ih¢e filing date of the application &
date, the number of the earlier appl
which the earlier application was fi
i's a regional or international appl
for which it was filed as well as th

(i v) the title of the invention, wuti/l

(vany change in the ownership of the
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|l icence contract appearing in the fi
(cWhere an application is wibtehH dmrawmuibn a

[ attbafilerelatingtoit may be inspec
person who withdrew the application, and pa

il es of the Office b

(3The inspection of f
the provision of <copies

St ates shall be by
rel evant entries.

Rul e 4
Patent Information Services
The Office shall provide, upon request, p
information in Member States and potenti al
facilitating the adaptation, transfer and &
opment of | ocal research and the creation o
Rul e 5
ARI PO Patent Application
(1The application for a patent shall cont :

(ag request;

(bg description;

(cogne or more cl ai ms;

(dgne or more drawings (where necessary)
(egn abstract;

(fa designation of the Contracting State
reqguested;atnod be granted

(g9equence | isting if patent applicatior
nucl eotide and/ orTheaeni ss@equaende sleigsieinegsshall
i n l ectronic form which conforms to W PO |

(2) (a) The application shal/l be in the
part of the application and which is in a
nied by an English transl ation and shall be
transl ated the application in a statement t
tion is a correct record of the application

(b) The Rules relating to fees shall d e
fees and the ways in which they are to be p

(3The request shall be made on a printed -
from the Office, ARIPO website or from any
trial property offices of Contracting State

(4) Theaprinted form shall contain a |ist

(i Xxhe total number of sheets constitut

28
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communicating with offices and applicants.

(4No Member State shall be obliged to rec
tions filed in electronic form or by electr
fied the ARI PO Office that it is prepared t
visions of the Administrative Instructions

(5No Member State which has given the Offi
may refuse to process an application filed
which complies with the applicable requirenm

( 6Ru | beissh vatpaptliyst mubahdrscorrespondence

I

I'm
ARI PO applications.

(1Mhe descrhiption shall
(afirst state the title of the invention
(b3pecify the technical field to which t

(ch)ndicate the background art which, as
arde as u for the wunderstanding,

r e the documents reflect
Vv

ention in such ter ms t
I f any, with referenc

the figures in the dr
t the best
s shall be
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Rul e 6bis
Patent Applicati-omgarRiesdms i ng to Mic

6bis. 1. Applications
(1The description of an i nvention in an a
its perfor mancaer g direi ’ime of a micro

(awhich is not available to the public ¢

(b) whi ch cannot be described in the a
the invention to be performed by a person
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(3The request provided for in paragraph

by the Office. The Office sha

n r ferrlmggaulsmehdeposbm 6fl e

he exper nomi nated by -him is
h

(
d €
€
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o
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(4The Office sha

graph 3
f ot

transmit the request,
ove, to the depository i
nt
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_ r (3)
i o] he pa

- —

(5The Director General of the Office shall
tory institutions recognised for the purpos

6bis. 3. Availability of Culture t

(1Yntil the date of publication of the af
hat unt i | the grant of the patent
used or withdrawn or is deemed t
btia® isnhaRUl ebe6 ef fected only by t
d by the requester

o |
he
(2The following may be nominated as an ex|

(aany natur al person provided that the r
of filing the request that the nomination h
(

balny natur al person recognised as an ex
c

(3The nomination shal/l be accompanied by
[ [ t simiféeéd)to thathspecnti ad
third party.

6bis. 4. New Depgasni smof a Micr

o
(1)f a-omigamo sm deposited bndacearseéasncteo W
available from the institution with which

(at)he -mrgmaoaism is no | onger viable, or
(b) for any other reason the depository

and i f -arhgeanmiscrn ohas not been transferred to
ognised for the purposes of Rule 6bis from
ruption in availability shall be deemed not
-organism originally deposited is made with
which the depositor was notified of the int
copy of the receipt of the deposit i ssued

within 4 months from the date of the new d
or the ARI PO patent.

(2d0n the case pracgwigdeaed hf rl)i(ra)swlbove, the
made with the depository institution with
cases provided for in subparagraph (1) (b) a
institution recognibied for the purposes of

(3Where the institution with which the ori
ognised for the purpobiesenbfhéeheeapptelkptoon
mi carogani sms to whi oh gameé sthep@es omgd , miocr avh e
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